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SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ANTI-BOYCOTT LEGISLATION 

REF: (A) STATE 216549, (B) KUWAIT 4193 

1 . JORDAN PRESS HAS GENERALLY CARRIED STRAIGHTFORWARD 
COVERAGE OF HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE (HIRC) 

AUGUST 31 ACTION ON BOYCOTT AND DISCRIMINATION AMENDMENT. 

THE ONLY COMMENTARY PUBLISHED THUS FAR CAME FROM MUHAMMAD MAHJUB, 

GENERAL COMMISSIONER OF THE ARAB BOYCOTT OFFICE. MAHJUB 

SAID THAT THE BOYCOTT REGULATIONS DO NOT DISCRIMINATE AS 

TO RACE, RELIGION, OR ETHNIC BACKGROUND AND THAT THE 

REGULATIONS WERE ESTABLISHED TO BE IMPLEMENTED IN ARAB 

STATES. HE FURTHER STATED THAT ARAB STATES WOULD NOT 

BE AFFECTED BY THE HIRC ACTION SINCE THEY CAN OBTAIN WHAT 

THEY NEED FROM COUNTRIES OTHER THAN THE U.S. 

2. PARAS 2 THROUGH 5 OF REF B EXPRESS GENERAL OUTLINE 
OF BOYCOTT SITUATION AS IT EXISTS IN JORDAN AT PRESENT. 

AS IN PARA 6 OF REF B JORDANIANS ALSO MAINTAIN ATTITUDE 
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U.S. STILL MAINTAINS BOYCOTT AGAINST SEVERAL NATIONS; 

I.E. CUBA, VIETNAM, NORTH KOREA. 

3. LAST SENTENCE OF PARA 15 OF REF A MAY BE DIFFICULT 

TO EXPLAIN TO HOST COUNTRY OFFICIALS AS IT APPEARS TO BE 
SOMEWHAT CONTRADICTORY. HOW CAN LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS 
NOT INTERFERE WITH FURTHER EXPANSION OF CLOSE AND MUTUALLY 
BENEFICIAL U.S. - ARAB COUNTRY ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIPS IF 
THEY ARE IN OPPOSITION TO ADMINISGRATION POSITION, 

UNLESS WE ARE CERTAIN THEY WILL NOT BE PASSED IN CURRENT 
FORM. 

4. RE PARA 1 1 REF A, EMBASSY BELIEVES GOJ WOULD BE MORE 
IMPRESSED BY ADMINISTRATION ATTEMPT TO SOFTEN NEW LEGISLA- 
TION AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE THAN BY GESTURE OF OPPOSITION TO 
ANY NEW LEGISLATION IF SOME NEW LEGISLATION INEVITABLE. 
SUDDARTH 
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